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LEWISTON-PORTER CHURCH DIRECTORY
Lutheran Church of the Messiah

915 Oneida Street, Lewiston
Phone: 754-4944   Fax: 754-0903

www.messiahlewiston.org
The Reverend Ashlin Marchese, Pastor

The Reverend Thomas R. Mason, Pastor Emeritus
Sunday Worship Service 8:15am & 10:00am

Sunday School / Adult Bible Class 9:00am 
2nd Sunday in September to third Sunday in May (Dates can vary)

Messiah Lutheran PreSchool Rose Aloian, Director

906 CENTER ST., LEWISTON

NIAGARA FRONTIER PUBLICATIONS
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297-0181

A Milestone Video Production. Made possible by funds from…

THE GRANITE SHOP 
402-1046

hosted by Lori Caso

www.loricaso.com

LCTV  Channel 1301
May 4th - May 10th

Guest: David Hoy
David Does Dishes

“ Lori & Friends”“ Lori & Friends”

LEGAL NOTICE
Cellco Partnership and its controlled 
affiliates doing business as Verizon 
Wireless is proposing to collocate 
antennas on a 108-foot water tank 
at 120 Lockport Street, Youngstown, 
Niagara County, NY. Public com-
ments regarding the potential effects 
from this site on historic properties 
may be submitted within 30-days 
from the date of this publication to: 
Maggie Klejbuk – CBRE, 70 West 
Red Oak Lane, White Plains, NY 
10604, whiteplainsculturalresourc-

es@cbre.com or (914) 694-9600.
Publish
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May 1, 2020

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Town of Niagara
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
at a Public Hearing will be held on 
May 19, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. before the 
Town Board of the Town of Niagara, 
at the Town Hall, 7105 Lockport 
Road, Town of Niagara, New York 

in regards to:
Rezone the property at 4798 Lockport 
Road, SBL No. 131.17-1-4 from R-1 
to H1 Heavy Industrial District.
At such time and place all persons 
interested in the subject matter there-
of will be heard concerning the same.
By Order of the Town Board of the 
Town of Niagara, Niagara County, 
New York.
Pursuant to Executive Order No. 
202.1, issued by Governor Cuomo 
on March 12, 2020, and advisories 
issued by Federal, State and Local 

officials related to the COVID-19 
virus, the Town Board will convene 

its meetings remotely.

Call with your phone,   +1 646 
558 8656 US (New York) and then 

enter
Meeting ID: 266 996 2599.
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LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of formation of Brawn 

Property LLC.  Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. Of State of NY (SSNY) on 

01/14/2020.  Office location: Niagara 
County.  designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may be 
served.  shall mail process to: c/o the 
LLC,  916 Ridge Rd, Lewiston, NY 
14092. Purpose: Other

Publish
Sentinel
Mar. 21, 28 and Apr. 4, 11, 18, 25, 
2020

PUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE
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Niagara-Wheatfi eld BOE begin budget talks 
amid uncertainty in state funding

BY MICHAEL DEPIETRO
Interim Tribune Editor

The Niagara-Wheatfi eld Board 
of Education held a virtual board 
meeting last week where mem-
bers began tentative budget dis-
cussions for the 2020-21 school 
year. 

A proposed budget of 
$77,119,627 shows only a moder-
ate 3.7% increase from last year. 
However, amidst the uncertainty 
brought on by COVID-19, board 
members will have to await the 
governor’s decision regarding 
the end of the month before they 
can decide whether or not to 
move forward with the fi gures.

Superintendent Daniel Ljil-
janich and Assistant Superinten-
dent of Finance and Management 
Allison Davis outlined some of 
the changes in this year’s pro-
posed budget, including a signifi -
cant percentage aimed at helping 
to increase the district’s ability 
to quickly and effi ciently engage 
and inform the community.

Among these plans were the 
creation of a community educa-
tion/public relations coordinator 
position. Ljiljanich considered 
the district’s lack of social media 
presence during the coronavirus 

outbreak a signifi cant shortcom-
ing.

“We’ve been at a loss when it 
comes to communication. We’ve 
had a lot of other things to add 
over the years, and this has been 
something that’s been on the 
back burner,” Ljiljanich said.

Other communication plans 
also included working with edu-
cation technology company Ap-
ptegy to revamp the school dis-
trict’s website and social media 
accounts, while also replacing 
the current Blackboard Connect 
system the district currently 
uses. With a $12,000 one-time 
cost, and a $15,000 annual cost, 
Apptegy’s services would only 
create increases to the 2021 bud-
get as schools would continue to 
utilize Blackboard Connect dur-
ing the transition period.

Other increases in the pro-
posed budget included $40,000 
for additional fl oating bus aides.

While the board’s consensus 
was that increased communi-
cation efforts were important, 
board member Richard Sirianni 
advocated for caution moving 
forward, particularly in regard to 
the new full-time position, citing 
fears of burdening the cap. BOE 

President Steve Sabo countered, 
noting the proposed position sim-
ply adds 20 more hours to a posi-
tion that is currently in the bud-
get. Sabo went on to call the plans 
for increased communication 
resources “prudent,” noting the 
active confusion for parents and 
teachers throughout the district 
as they try to navigate the bevy of 
updates and notices coming from 
New York.

Ljiljanich and Davis said any 
proposed increases would not 
have to come from either the 
state or the tax levy. Instead, the 
funds would be coming from off-
setting revenue that the district 
has on hand. According to the 
budget report, the district has 
over $5 million across seven re-
serve funds.

Looking at the district’s overall 
fi nancial outlook for this year and 
next, Davis said that, thanks to 
the reserves, she’s optimistic but 
was concerned about the lack of 
money from the state.

“Right now, I’m very comfort-
able with where we are. I think 
we’ll be fi ne next year. I’m just 
hoping before the end of the year 
we can get some cash fl owing 
from New York state,” Davis said.

Ljiljanich noted he was expect-
ing to hear from state offi cials 
later this week.

There’s still uncertainty as to 
how much state and federal aid 
will be available next year, as of-
fi cials deal with the impact of the 
coronavirus. Ljiljanich went on 
to point out just how radically 
the pandemic has altered the dis-
trict’s own projections from ear-
lier this year.

“It’s really important to note 
to anyone listening, we were in a 
very different place a few months 
ago when we started this budget 
process,” he said. “If you’re look-
ing at the budget presentation 
that’s online, the fi rst four actual 
slides all contain information 
that was at one point relevant. 
It’s not anymore, the landscape 
has changed signifi cantly. ... We 
thought we were going to get 
some community set-aside mon-
ey for next year; we’re not. It’s 
no longer going to happen. The 
good news is that expense-based 
aids are not going to be rolled 
into foundation aid.”

To compound matters further, 
the BOE will have to delay ad-
vancing the proposed budget 
until after April 30, whereby the 

governor will have to decide 
whether or not to do a “take 
back” on funds appropriated for 
budgets next year or even this 
year. Gov. Andrew Cuomo has 
said such take backs would be 
predicated on whether or not fed-
eral aid is coming in, particularly 
through the CARES act.

Ljiljanich also expressed a sin-
cere gratitude to the work the 
BOE budget offi ce had done to 
secure the reserve funds.

“I know there was a lot of hard 
work and diffi cult decisions in 
some cases to get those reserves 
to where they are. I just want to 
say thanks for all that hard work 
so we can make decisions next 
year that don’t impact our pro-
gram,” he said. “If we didn’t have 
reserves, if we didn’t have money 
we could appropriate, we would 
be in a much different position 
moving forward for next year.”

He quickly added, “I say all that 
with the understanding that we 
hope we don’t hear about signifi -
cant take backs.”

The full recording of the 
April 22 meeting can be found 
at https://www.nwcsd.org/
Page/3992.
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IN THE NEWS
Law enforcement 

agencies in Niagara 
County partner on 

resident checks 
The Niagara County Sheriff’s 

Offi ce and the Lewiston Police 
Department are partnering with 
one another to use an existing 
system to conduct welfare checks 
on residents. 

LPD has utilized the “Are You 
OK?” system to check on resi-
dents for quite some time. It has 
now opened up the system to be 
utilized countywide. The system 
places a daily, timed phone call to 
participating residents to confi rm 
that they are OK. The system 
works with a home-based or mo-
bile line and is free to anyone who 
signs up. 

Any resident of Niagara Coun-
ty wishing to be involved in this 
partnership is asked to make con-
tact with the LPD at 754-8477 to 
register for the checks. 

The information provided to 
the Lewiston Police Department 
will be entered into the “Are You 
OK?” system and will result in a 
call being placed to the resident 
to ensure they are OK. If no re-
sponse is given, or the resident 
needs help, an alert will be gen-
erated and sent to the Niagara 
County Emergency Communica-

tions Center for a police or medi-
cal response. 

A press release said, “The part-
nership is a great example of the 
law enforcement community in 
Niagara County coming together 
to help the residents during this 
time of need. Residents who are 
concerned that no one is check-
ing on them should call the Lew-
iston Police Department to sign 
up for the checks. 

“This system does not replace 
the regular 911 system and resi-
dents that are in an emergency 
situation needing immediate help 
should continue to call 911 to 
receive an emergency response 
from their local police or EMS 
agency.”

Niagara County Legislature 
Chairwoman Becky Wydysh 
called this program a “great op-
portunity … if you have elderly 
family members or neighbors 
that you’re not able at this time to 
go and check on physically each 
and every day.”

Niagara SBDC 
receives grant from 
Ralph C. Wilson Jr. 

Foundation
On Monday, the Niagara Coun-

ty Community College Small 
Business Development Center 
was awarded a grant from the 
Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation. 
The grant award total was for 
$36,300.00, part of the founda-
tion’s COVID-19 small business 
relief fund. Thanks to this time-
ly funding award, the Niagara 
SBDC will be able to offer Niaga-
ra County businesses emergency 
relief services. These services 
include expert consultation on e-
commerce development, free par-
ticipation in a multiple-part small 
business crisis management we-
binar series, and individual ad-
visement on enhanced marketing 
sales techniques. 

Through this project, the Niag-
ara SBDC anticipates supporting 
as many as 120 local small busi-
nesses.

The Niagara SBDC remains 
open remotely through the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, assisting clients 
over the phone, via email and in 
online meetings. For more infor-
mation, or for assistance, call 210-
2515 or visit http://www.niaga-
racc.suny.edu/sbdc/.
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